REFORM IX THE PRESS
panics are occasionally engineered by the Press.
The Turkish public is far more inflammable, to
say nothing of the Greeks and Armenians in its
midst, and the danger is enhanced by the fact of
so great a percentage of Turks being themselves
unable to read and therefore at the mercy of
interested parties, who do not scruple to mis-
interpret the actual text of the day's news.
If any one had previously doubted the signifi-
cance of the Turkish Press in current affairs, they
must have been convinced of it during the events
which led up to the coup detat of April 1909,
when the reactionary newspapers, and indeed
most of those opposed to the policy of the
Committee of Union and Progress, incited whole
regiments to murder their officers and to over-
throw the Ministry. The dastardly assassination
of Hassan Fehmi, editor of the Serbesti, was the
first episode of the counter-revolution. Another
journalist, Daghestanli Mourad, disguised him-
self as a softa and preached sedition among the
troops. As further evidence of the importance
of the Press at that troublous time, mention
may be made of a list, which was published in
the second issue of the Coitrrier cTOrient (a daily
paper conducted by a prominent member of the
Committee, which made its first appearance
while the Parliament was temporarily sitting at
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